
Everything I Never Told You, by Celeste Ng (for
teenagers): a gripping and poignant story of a family 
pulled apart after the mysterious death of a teenage girl; 
much lauded for adult readers, an excellent choice for 
teenagers as well

Tyrell, by Coe Booth (young adult novel): perfect voice,
compelling narrative; I want to hear Tyrell tell his story 
forever 

Hereville: How Mirka Got Her Sword, by Barry Deutsch
(middle grade graphic novel): an 11-year-old Orthodox 
Jewish girl fighting trolls in a graphic novel with marvelous 
art--how could you possibly not enjoy it?

A Long Way from Chicago, by Richard Peck (middle
grade novel): the perfect combination of funny and 
touching, featuring a deliciously bad grandmother; a 
favorite in our family

The Sound of Colors, by Jimmy Liao (picture book):
breathtakingly beautiful images, simple story, the perfect 
gateway to the imagination 

Little Mouse's Big Book of Fears, by Emily Gravett
(picture book): amusing and cleverly designed, with room 
for kids to record their own fears, making it an out-and-out 
treasure in later years

Jacob Have I Loved, by Katherine Paterson (middle
grade novel): villainous grandparent, sibling rivalry, 
coming of age, what's not to love? 

The Mysterious Benedict Society, by Trenton Lee
Stewart (middle grade novel): kids use their smarts to 
defeat evil; a good, fun read 

Bilgewater, by Jane Gardam (young adult novel): girl
comes of age in British boys' school; a beloved favorite 

Purple Hibiscus, by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (for
teenagers): a lyrical coming-of-age novel  set in Nigeria at 
the start of a military coup, featuring a 15-year-old girl 
striving with her brother to come to terms with their 
fanatically religious father; highly, highly recommended
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